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LOCAL FAIR TRADE IN THE EU: FROM BEST
PRACTICES TO PUBLIC POLICIES

In recent years, the EU has been taking strides in working towards more sustainable agrifood value
chains through a diverse set of policy measures. However, the approach is often creating silos
between ‘green’ and ‘social’, is not addressing existing power imbalances between different actors
leading to harmful outcomes such as prices received by producers below the costs of production and
does not include meaningful engagement with actors most affected by these policy changes.

To ensure that European citizens have long term access to sustainable food, it is not enough to
support local production at any cost. Long term food security and resilience of EU agri-food value
chains must entail addressing social, environmental and economic sustainability of local food
production. This should include policies to support transition to agroecological practices:

* addressing the contributions of EU agriculture to climate change, biodiversity loss and other
environmental harm,

* working conditions of migrant workers,

* access to living wage and living income for those working in agricultural value chains,

* sustainable prices received by smallholder farmers and prioritisation of support for the green
transition to smallholder farmers and enterprises.

During the last decade, local Fair Trade initiatives multiplied across the world, but especially within
the European Union. These developments clearly show that there is a global need to expand the
application of Fair Trade principles beyond their traditional model of North-South collaboration. The
Fair Trade movement includes a diverse set of actors such as farmers, producers, labels, traders and
social enterprises. The World Fair Trade Organization centres around the support of mission driven
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enterprises which, with their work, aim to contribute to fairer distribution of value in global value a o
chains. After years of experience in trading globally, several national organisations have also @Fa rm to Fork (FZF) @Com mon Ag rICUItu ral POIICy (CAP)

expanded their activities to contribute to fairer local production.
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Rr7AnT5sc8DAS
NPI5Ne029bVJONog2Hd/edit?rtpof=true#qid=277735561
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